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Che Bulletin. 


Ghe Bulletin is issued four times a year; and ‘is:sent 
free of charge to all subscribers of 5/-'and over to the 
funds of the Diocesan Association. Others who wish 
for the Magazine can obtain it from the Organising 
Secretary on payment of 2/- per annum (to include 
postage). Residents in Canada, Australia or New 
Zealand, however, should apply to the respective Sec- 
retaries in those countries, whose names appear inside 
the front cover of the dicen | 


THE BISHOP’ S LETTER. 


TAHSIEN. 
8rd, 1935. 
My Dear 

If matter equally important is to find a . place 
in the pages of the ‘‘ Bulletin.’ I must not write 
at great length, but there are a few items of 
interest which will enable you to enter more e really 
into our life out here. 


Personal Movements. 

Over six weeks ago I left Picea oon coming 
through Chungkiang, Paoning, Kuangyuan, 
Pachow and Yingshan, arrived for the Eastern 
Synod at Chihsien, and left that place three days 
ago after also attending a Missionary Conference. 
It has been an unusually wet autumn and three 
out of every four days have brought rain, and as 
a result reads have been in a ghastly condition, . 


so adding to the physical effort necessary to ye 
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ceed along theds. ‘It has been, however, sufficient 
compensation to come to the congregations and to 
see for the most part their vigorous condition, 
especially in view of the terrible time through | 
which most of them have passed since last I visited” — 
them. Not only has the Church continued to 
exist, which would be ample cause for praise, but 
in Futsunyi and Ts’ienfuhch’ang and the country 
around them there has been most definite advance. 
Wisely guided, and with the results of its work 
_ carefully conserved, there can be no doubt that the 
future of the Church is bright. Lack of space 
prevents this subject from being dealt with at the © 
length it deserves. | | 


The Eastern Synod. 
In the midst of many trials, the convening of 
this assembly and the spirit that pervaded it. 
together with the work actually accomplished, will 
for long remain encouraging memories. The 
assembly itself was really a joint meeting of. 
Northern and Eastern sub-synods. I need not deal 
with it in detail in addition to the informing 
account which Mr. Skinner has kindly supplied. 
I should, however, be lacking in due appreciation 
if I did not express here the great deht due- 
especially to the mission staff. who exerted every 
effort to ensure the success which apnarently was 
given. I use the word ‘‘ apparently ”’ advisedly. 
as the reality of success will be put to the test 
during the coming days. — 

The feature that gave me personally the | 
greatest satisfaction was the evident determination 
of the whole Church to make aggressive evangelism | | 
a more marked feature of its life. Congregational 
and parochial bands are to he brought into being 

_ where thev do not exist, and it is intended to make 
an effort to establish a new comnany of helievers 
as a result of efforts to be put forward hy each 
of these bands. 
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Gratitude must also be ex x pressed for the very 


liberal attitude of the China Inland Mission in 
granting the request of the Synod that mission 
funds should be put under the control of the Synod 
and that the work of the mission personnel within 
the Diocese should also be decided by the appro- 
priate organ of the Synod. It was a great joy and 
privilege to-have in our midst the General Director, 
the Rev. G. W. Gibb. His sympathy and under- 
standing with his ready willingness to meet the 
needs of the Church in the Diocese, as far as is at 
all possible, has given us all very much happiness 
and encouragement. 


The Kwangan Area. 


News has just reached me since my arrival in 
Tahsien of the intention of the Bible Churchmen’s 
Missionary Society to increase its activities and to 
enlarge its staff in the area for which it became 
responsible some ten or twelve years ago on the 
invitation of Bishop Cassels. The Rev. G. T. 
Denham, who has acted on behalf of the Society 
as its Superintendent, will now actually reside in 
the district and personally guide the workers, 
especially new missionaries who, it is hoped will 
shortly be coming to us. I would particularly ask 
for your prayers that the work thus extended may 
continually grow in fruitfulness and blessing for 
the people of that region. 


The Political Situation. 


During the months since last I wrote there has 
been no further incursion of the Communists into 
the area in which we work. Latterly the defeated 
Reds have in desperation been attempting to 
remove southwards from the inhospitable regions 
of the far north-west to which they had previously 
been driven. Other bands that had been harassing 
North Shensi seem to have been moving in a south 
westerly direction, obviously in an attempt to com- 
bine with larger bodies in the west. As one sees 
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the very. extensive system of block-houses and — 
knows of large numbers of reliable Central Govern- 


ment troops it is almost impossible to envisage the 
return of the marauders who have caused such loss 
and misery; but there is always the possibility of 
complications in other parts of. the country divert- 
ing the strength which is at present keeping them 
in check. I think there is no need, however, to 
anticipate any serious setback. 

From Tahsien it is my intention (D.V.) to 
move eastward, and after visiting the country 
centres of the Suanhan area, to travel through the 
widespread congregations of the Kaihsien parish 
and so to return through Liangshan and the other 
churches that I have not yet visited on this tour, 
and finally to arrive home just before Christmas. 

Again thanking you for all your constant help 
by prayer and gifts, 


Yours faithfully in Christ’s service, 
JOHN 


Bishop. 


THE EASTERN SYNOD. 

} Probably the most representative gathering 
that has ever come together in the history of the 
Diocese met in Chihnsien from October 20th to 
27th. With the exception of Kuangyuan all the 
pastorates were well represented, and of the one 
hundred and six members, sixty-eight were elected 
lay delegates. That such a large number should — 
have attended is very praiseworthy, for recently all 
parts of Kastern Szechwan have experienced a large 
increase in brigandage and, moreover, a month’s 
incessant rain had turned the newly-built roads 
into quagmires. Many of us sighed for the old stone 
agg as we ploughed sakes the mud day after 
ay 
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_A series of devotional meetings were held prior 
to the discussions. On the first Sunday morning 
Mr. Hannah reminded us that we should seek after 
Love, and that we should allow it to govern all 
that was to be thought and said during the meet- 
ings. In the afternoon of that day we met together 
for Holy Communion. On Monday and Tuesday 
the theme of our gatherings was the Ideal Church, 
and the four speakers enlarged upon it as being a 
Redeemed Church, a Holy Church, a Witnessing 
Church, and a Victorious Church. As we listened, 
many of us felt how far short of the standard we 
had fallen both in our individual and corporate life. 


Of the subjects that came under discussion the 
most important was the question of the dividing 
of the Diocese—the western section from the north 
and east. The necessity for this has become in- 
creasingly clear of late, and it was felt that the 
time had come to take the first step. The sugges- 
tions regarding it met with almost unanimous sup- 
port, and the matter is to be carried to the 
_ Western Sub-Synod for approval. Having gained 
this it will be passed on to the General Synod in 
1937 for the final decision. This will entail the 
electing of a new bishop for one or other of the 


divided dioceses. 


The question of the value of’ school produced 
some heated discussion. A number of parents 
spoke of the temptations to which their children 
were exposed in Government schools, and testi- 
mony was borne to the value of our old schools. 
Some asked for a revival of school work as an 


evangelistic agency; but not sufficient thought 


was given to the changing times, and when it was 
prophesied that in five years the erowing national 
movement would make all but Government schools 
impossible, the subject was not pressed. Linked 
with this was the question of children’s and young | 
people’s work. Workers were asked to give more 
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attention to the development of Sunday Schools, 


- and a request was made that the Rev. J. Carpenter 


should be set apart for the special work of organis- 


ing and instructing Sunday School staffs. 


At the last General Synod the ordination of 
yoluntary workers—men able to follow their ordin- — 
ary vocations through the week and at the same 
time to serve their churches—was made canonically 
valid. In order to meet the present need through- 
out the Chinese Church this certainly is a matter 
to be pushed, and the question was raised in our 
Synod. It was decided to proceed with any suit- 
able cases there might be, under definite safeguards, 


and it is hoped that in the near future such special 


ordinations will be made in this Diocese. 


Another matter of import discussed was the 
training of country church leaders. The Rev. 
John Wang told of an interesting experiment 
carried out in the Yingshan Parish, to the value 
of which some of his pupils bore witness. A 
syllabus prepared by a sub-committee was accepted | 
as a model to work on, and it is hoped that one 


-month’s instruction per year for three years will be 


given to all country church leaders. | eae 


The financial questions were gone into, and a 
special request was made that more power be given 
to the Synod in the allocation of funds. Up to the 
present the method had been based on decreasing 
mission funds and increasing church funds with a 
view to self support, but the mission funds had 
been administered according to individual needs. 
It was now proposed that the mission should make 
a block grant to be used by the Church at its own 
discretion. This has been granted, and marks a 
further step in the development of self-government. 
Allied to this question was that of the control of 
Synod over the designation of foreign workers, and 
undoubtedly this in course of time will become an 
actual fact. | 
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An interesting feature was the evening ; meet- 


4ngs, when reports were given of the various 


districts. These were very instructive, and served 
to show that. in spite of Conimunist invasion, 
military oppression, disease and famine, there was 
very much life in the Diocese. 
On Sunday, the 27th, the ordination. of three 
. deacons and one presbyter took place. Bishop 
- Holden, assisted by Bishop Ku, admitted Mr. David 
Hsii, Mr. E. A. Sadler and Mr. F. A. Skinner as 
deacons, and the Rev. T's’ai Fu-ts’u as presbyter. | 
In the afternoon the General Director of the 
C.L.M., the Rev. G. W. Gibb, gave the closing 
message. The seating capacity of the church was 
somewhat strained, but the reverence and good 
singing were remarkable, and the messages a 
fitting close to the Synod. © 


F. SKINNER. 


NEWS FROM THE A TIONS. 
Day 1. Langehung (Paoning). 

The Rev. F. G. Snow, Dr. Parke, Miss J ohan- 
son and Miss Wilson are now in residence here. 
Although the hospital is still closed, a dispensary 
has been started and patients are already beginning 
to come. A great deal of spade work must now be 
done both in city and country, especially in the 
latter, trying to pull scattered congregations 
ogether, and shepherding the Christians who have 
for the most part returned to their homes. Dr. 
- Gray has gone to Liangshan for six months to help 
there in the absence of Dr. Jackson, who has gone © 
to Kaifeng to gain experience in the way a mission 
hospital is worked on the field. 


Tanishan. Here, as in other places, recon- 
struction work must ‘be done. Evangelist Liu is 
alone and needs much prayer and sympathy: 
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Day 2. Ts’ien-fuh-ch’ang. 
Things here are much the same as reported 
last quarter. A bad harvest has not made things 


easier for the Christians who have returned to 
their homes after the Red invasion. 


| Day 3. Sintientsi. 
This congregation is still left alone. 


4. Kwangyuan. 

~ Miss Mitchell is now here and will be followed 
by Miss Walton as soon as possible. Motor roads 
are being built north and west and 1,000 convicts 
from the prison are being employed on this work. 


Dey : 5. Pachow. 

The Rev. C. A. Liao, now at Liangshan, has 
been appointed to this city, his native place and 
former sphere of work. He will have a tremen- 
dously difficult task, and it is hoped that suitable — 
missionaries will be sent as his fellow-workers. 
Much prayer is needed for guidance in reconstruc- 
tion work. Appalling poverty abounds and the 
outlook for the whole district is bad. bas 


Day 6. Nanpu. 

The Rev. T. Y. Ren is to return to this parish 
and prayer is asked that the work may be revived 
after having been stagnant for so long. 


Fu-tsun-yi. Miss Culverwell and Miss Lloyd 
_ have now returned and are restoring their wrecked 
home. The work at Tayuanshan and one or two 
other centres in the country is most encouraging 
and should call forth praise to God. There is — 
obviously a movement of the Spirit of God, and_ 
wisdom is needed to know how best to meet the 
situation. 


Day 7. Ghowkow. 
A great deal of street is done 
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here and every market day sees the little hall filled 
with people who listen with attention to the Gospel 
message. Mrs. Denham is kept very busy with 
dispensary work. The local townspeople asked the 
missionaries to co-operate in running a kinder- 
garten. On their part they provided a temple (the 
idols being destroyed) ind $400 a year. The 
‘ missionaries were asked to provide two Christian 
teachers and to choose the lessons. A Miss Lo and | 
a Miss Wang, both daughters of Chinese workers, 
are now teaching there and have fifty tiny tots in 
the school. Much prayer is asked for this venture, 
and also that the Christians may be revived. The 
Rev. K. C. Phillips is now on his way to take up 
work in this centre. Mr. and Mrs. Denham may 
be leaving soon to reside in the B.C.M.S. district 
and to supervise the work there. 


Yingshan. The Rev. John Wang is returning 
to Nanchung and the Rev. H. Y. Chang has been 
appointed to Yingshan in his place. Miss Allen © 
and Miss Warren are now here and find the work — 
encouraging. They tell a most interesting story of 
a country woman who ten years ago attended — 
three or four classes when Miss Kingston was 
teaching simple Gospel truths. Then her mother 
-forbade her to go to the mission house any more. 
Now she has come again, explaining that for ten 
years she was kept away, but that she believed 
and prayed all the time. Her mother has died, 
and she has asked for further teaching. Miss Allen 
found on questioning her that she remembered all 
that she had been taught those many years ago. 
How this incident should encourage us to go on 
sowing the good seed of the Gospel. | 


Day 8. Nanchung (Shunking). 


The Rev. John Wang is taking up work again. 
nee School and dispensary work is going on | as 
usua. 
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It is expected that the B.C.M.S. will send outs 
two recruits this year to be followed by more next _ 
year. Mr. and Mrs. Denham will shortly be 
moving to a centre in this district and it is hoped 

that the renewal of missionary activity will result 
in the more thorough evangelisation of these three — 


| needy counties. Prayer is earnestly requested that 
this new start may have God’s rich blessing resting 
on it. 


Day 10. Yochth. 
Ae: Rev: P. T. Ma is resigning after many 
- years’ work in the Diocese. 


Day 11. (Kuan-in-koh. | 
Three men and three women were recently 


confirmed here by Bishop Ku. 


Day 12. Linshui. 

Evangelist Liu has been appointed to Tahsien 
and will shortly ‘be removing there. Brigands. 
abound in this district and there are constant | 
robberies and murders. 


ae Chihsien was not over-run by the 
Communists, the surrounding country is now very 
disturbed by local bandits, a condition which com- 
_plicates outstation work. The Sub-Synod meetings 
of the eastern and northern districts were held here 
In October, which altered the course of regular 
work for the autumn. A mission to be led by Mr. 
Denham was planned for December, and as follow 
up work it is hoped to make special efforts in the 
outstations early in the New Year to organise the ' 
country work better and to try to institute country | 
Sunday Schools. 


: The city work is small and has not made very 
great progress — for the Sunday School, which 
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flourishes well. A good deal of encouragement was 


received at the hill bungalow at Chiu Pan Shih, — 
where each Sunday there was an attendance of 


thirty to forty at service, and meetings for women 
and children gathered a good number, so that now 
it is hoped to organise it into an outstation con- 
gregation. 


Day 15. Tahsien (Suiting). 


The city is beginning to recover from its occu- 
pation by the Reds, but business is by no means 


flourishing, and many houses burned down have not. 


yet been rebuilt. Under the ministry of the Rev. 
H. Y. Chang, the work has been pulled together 
a little. The men’s side of the work is small, but 
with the help of ifiss Ch’en and Deaconess Lii the 


woman’s work has made progress and six women 


received as catechumen before the troubles were 


baptised at the harvest thanksgiving services in 
September. Country people, who fled before the. 
- Reds, returned home in the spring, but the country 


work awaits reorganisation. Hundreds previously 


brought in through the Opium Breaking Bible 


Schools held in that district are waiting for teach- 


ing and help so that they may be baptised and 


organised into properly constituted congregations. 


Day 16. Liangshan. 


The results of the mission held by the Bethel 


Band last February and of meetings led by 


Deaconess Lii in June are still being realised. The 
attendances on Sunday are good. Though workers 
on the men’s side are few, the women are well 
provided for and work among them flourishes. The 


_- girls’ school continues full and overflowing, and 


this autumn a kindergarten department was 


opened. The dispensary is attended by more than 
twenty women and children each day and Miss 


Oliver attends outside cases as well. The country- 
side is over-run by brigands who have made out- 
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station work impossible. In the Forward Move- 


ment centre at Tienkiang,. Mr. Lambert and his 


fellow workers have been encouraged by good Sun- 
day attendances and there are now-a good number 
of catechumen, among them one man converted | 

during last New Year’s special preaching who © 
hopes to be baptised soon. _ | | 


Day 17. Kathsien. 

Mr. Skinner, who was ordained deacon in 
October, is now settled in Kaihsien, working with 
Archdeacon Fu, who makes this his centre. Mr. 
Ming-Wei-tao and his wife have returned from the 
Hunan Bible Institute and are to settle in Nan Men 
Ch’ang and work that district. For some time now 
our Opium Breaking Bible School has been carried 
on in Lin Kiang Shih, and many from all parts of 
the district have broken off their opium. This has 
been a great help to the work in this Forward’ Move- 


ment centre and there are now some _ twenty 


catechumen. The Women’s Bible School for 1936 


is to be held in Kaihsien city in February for a 


fortnight and this will be followed by a month’s 
training school for voluntary lay readers from all 
the country congregations. 


Day 18. Wanhsien. 
The workers have been much encouraged by 
the number of new inquirers, especially women, 


but also men, who have been coming regularly to 


classes in the last few months. This summer at 
the outstation where the missionaries have a 


bungalow on the hills, Luan Shih Kao, one family 


burned their idols. Service is conducted there - 


throughout the year by a farmer, Mr. Tai. 


Day 19. Kweifu. 

There have been a few receptions and one | 
baptism recently. A special night school for 
illiterates has been opened which is mainly attended 
by big girls, and most of the scholars come to Sun- 
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day service. The Sunday School is very isurish. 
ing. Recently a reading room has been opened 
for which several of the Christians provide news- 
papers. Books and tracts are laid out, and con- 
tacts are made. 


The people of Mowchow have béen badly hit 
by the Communist invasion and conditions have 
not yet returned to normal. The Mowchow 
evangelist is at present in Mienchuh helping with 
the outstation work of that city. 


Day 22. Ghongpa. 
Although, as stated in our last news notes, the 
people here have suffered much and most of the 
Christians have lost heavily, order has been res- 
tored and the Church is making a brave effort to go 
on with its work. 


Day 23. Mienyang (Mienchow). 


The military have at last evacuated the 
mission house, which has been occupied by them 
for the past seven years. This is due to the 
presence in Szechwan of General Chiang Kai Shek, 
who is a Christian and is doing his best to see 
justice done everywhere. Workmen are now busy 
with the work of restoration. Miss Armfield, from 
Australia, who is expected back from furlough in 
November, will go to Mienchow to take up Miss 
Wells’ work in the women’s school. Miss Mannett 
is at present doing this as well as her own full- 
time work of teaching in the Higher Primary and 
Middle School. In the latter there are a smaller 
number of scholars since the evacuation, but a very 
good spirit prevails, and a comprehensive pro- 
gramme of religious education is carried on. All 
the scholars attend daily prayers, though they are 
free to do otherwise according to national regula- 
tions. They listen intently and join heartily in 
the singing. The Rev. J. W. Uadeington hopes to 


t 
t 
2 


14 


start an English Bible Class for the intelligentsia 
in the city, as well as-a Chinese one for those whose 
English is less advanced. Please pray that these 
efforts may be fruitful. Mr. Sherwood continues 
his work of country evangelism and reports that on 
one farmstead a service was held every Sunday 


during the evacuation-time, and thirty people 
attended. 


Day 24. Anhsien., 


- Work is going on as usual in this place; but 
prayer is asked for Mr. Moh Hsii-kwang the 
evangelist. He is a very keen worker, but has a © 
constant fight with bad ‘health. Please pray that 


he may be given the physical strength necessary 
for his work. | 


The Rey. H. A. Maxwell has been located to: 


| Mienchuh, and arrived in September. A training 


class for young men evangelists’ has been opened, 


with six students. These keen young men are 


making quite a difference to the life of the church, 
and meetings both in the open-air and in church — 


_are well attended. A night school has also been 


opened, and several of those who come in the even- 
ings to learn characters, are also coming at other 
times to hear the Gospel. The Rev. Frank Lin is 
giving himself unreservedly to the work. He is: 
to be ordained priest during the next Sub-Synod | 
in January, 1936. 


Mr. Jenkins, of the Church Army, and Mr. 
T’ang Shih-ch’en are doing their best to carry on 
the work here; but they are sadly missing the 
Donnithornes. Miss Hicks, who is to be married to 


Mr. Jenkins in December, will be able to fill a great 


need on the women’s side of the work. ~ 


7 
% 
be - 
it 
\ 
\ 
\ 
he 
\ 
| 
i 
. 
3 = 
4 
| 
Day 2 
1 
é 
| 
ii 
. 
j 
“~ 


15 


The Rev. Wang Tsong-teh and his helpers are 
doing good work. As this city is only 40 li from 
the capital, most of the refugees had to pass 
through at the time of the evacuation, and Mr. — 
Wang’s calm courage and steadfast faith were an 
inspiration to many. | 


Day 29. Chongkiang. 

The Rev. P. A. Chang and his family are now 
working in this city. There is a very keen church 
there, but one that has had, for the last few years, 
very little opportunity for deeper spiritual teach- 
ing. The prayer life and devotional habits of this 
Chinese pastor will supply a long-felt need apart 
from the value of the evangelistic work which he is" 
sure to organise. 


Day 30. Chengtu. 


Many activities are now going forward at the 
Fang church. A night school has been 
opened. Three shops adjoining the property have 
been converted into two spacious class rooms, which 
are used six nights a week by sixty scholars of all 
ages and both sexes. The Principal, Mr. Tseng © 
T’ieh-hsia, has a band of over twenty voluntary 
helpers, many of whom are students at the Union 
Middle School, who teach one night a week each. 
Half the cost of the adaptation of the building has 
been contributed by the local branch of the 
‘Women’s Missionary Service League. Evangelistic 
meetings for women and children are held regularly 
and Bishop Song’s lectures and Bible Classes for 
students have been resumed this Autumn. Three 
women were recently admitted to the catechumen- 
ate, and after a year of preparatory meetings five 
mem bere of the Women’s Missionary Service. 
League have been admitted to the Mothers’ Union. 
_A Choir has been formed by Mrs. Anderson, which 
will be a great help to the s services. The Union 
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University Women’s College has a freshman class 
of unusual quality. A large number of students 
have come from Government schools for either 
medicine or dentistry. They are girls of good 
physique, open friendly manners and keen intelli- 


Mr. J. Wesley Shen, a man well known in — 
literary and Y.M.C.A. circles, came to Chengtu 
with General Chiang Kai Shek some months ago. 


‘He became interested in the Christian University, 
and has consented to teach there for two years. He | 


has sent for his family and believes that God means 
him to use his life in Chengtu.. Mr. Shen’s wide 
experience makes him a most valuable addition to — 
the faculty. The latest member of our C.M.S. 


family at the Union University—David Smalley, 


aged 4 months—is capturing all hearts. 


EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS. 
From Rev. H. A. Maxwell, Mienchu :— 


Red situation had sufficiently improved 
by the month of July to make it possible for me to — 
go to a hill-resort with my wife and child, four 


days’ journey south of Chengtu. The security of 


the district, the absence of military, and the rest-— 
fulness of this sylvan retreat, were all in delightful 
contrast to the tense environment in which one had 
been existing for the previous four months. ... . 
On Thursdays I went with a Chinese student to a 
country school five miles away, to teach the master 


there the inner meaning of Christianity, and to 


give talks to his pupils. He was a man who for 
many years had been in search of the Truth. | 
Buddhism had failed to satisfy him. Taoism proved | 


little better. A Roman Catholic Catechism came 
into his possession, but having no one to explain 
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it to him he did not apprehend very much of its 
truth. He learnt sufficient from it to know, how- 
ever, that idols were a hindrance rather than a help 
in the life of the Spirit, and he accordingly ceased 
to worship them. 


‘* The next step in his pilgrimage was taken — 
when he attended a Gospel Service that I was 
conducting in the hill-resort, and waited at the — 
close of the service for more instruction. There 
was no mistaking his genuine desire for enlighten- 
ment, and from that time on the Chinese student 
and I either went to his school to teach him and a 
group of his friends, or they came to us. The 
parting service in his school was a most encourag- 
ing occasion. He had invited a_ considerable 
number. of his relatives and friends to be present, 
and there before this company he affirmed his 
_ sincere faith in Christ as Saviour and Teacher, and 
decided that he would hold a little service himself 
every Sunday in his school for those who would 
like to attend. His will be a lonely path at first, 
but the Spirit of the Master has so possessed him 
and he has such a desire to make his Lord known, — 
that he is not likely to be alone in his new-found 
faith for long. We have promised to keep in touch 
with him regularly, and you, I know, will join 
with us in remembering his name in our Father’s 
Presence. If you. think of him as ‘ Mr. Thanks ’ 
you will have the of mia Chinese 


surname. 


“P.S.—. . . Over came to the 
class we started for them on Tuesday evening in 
Mienchu, and several women besides, who were in- 
troduced to the Chinese Bible-woman here. This 
afternoon we did some country evangelistic work. 
The fields looked more or less empty of people, 
but after going round to a number of farmsteads 
and inviting folk to come we gathered a crowd of 
nearly thirty. Several of these were young men, 
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-whose names we have got, and we intend to follow 

them up. If we can get them thoroughly interested 

we will start a Young Farmers’ Bible School for 
them and lead them into vital experiences in that 
way.” | 


‘From Rev. G. T. and Mrs. Denham, Chowkow :— 


‘Dr. Parke spent six weeks with us recently 
doing dispensary work with great acceptance. His 
visit served to remind us again of the great need 
of more medical work. Each “ hsien ’’ (a county 

the size, say, of the smaller English counties) 
should have at least one hospital. Fifty-two hos- 
pitals and, say, 104 doctors (hospital and private 
practice) would not be thought many for the whole 
of England and Wales, but we are very far from 
that ideal here. In the twenty-eight counties of 
our East Szechwan district there are two hospitals, 
Paoning (looted and closed) and Liangshan (not 
yet reopened) and three medical workers. Two 
hospitals and three doctors for half England! 

‘‘ Generalissimo Chiang has been in this pro- 
vince for some months and is gradually reducing it 
to order, but it will be a slow and difficult business. 
The Government has launched a New Life Cam- 
paign stressing the necessity to the country of 
Courtesy, Righteousness, Incorruptness and a 
Sense of Shame, and the Generalissimo and 
Madame Chiang (both Christians) are seeking the 
help of missionaries in disseminating these ideals 
among the people. They have invited missionaries 
to public meetings, treating them with honour and | 
complimenting them on their work. This is bring- © 
ing about a great change on the part of the officials 
and people, and Christianity is regarded with much 
more favour than formerly. This means largely in- 


creased opportunities for preaching the Gospel, but — 
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there is also a great and insidious danger—a danger 
_ that national leaders and patriots will try to make 
use of Christianity for the sake of China rather 
than try to win China for Christ—a danger that | 
outward reformation will be the goal rather than 
that inward regeneration which alone makes real 
reformation possible. We live in difficult days and 
missionary work is far less easy in some ways than 
it used to’ be, but the command of our Lord is no > 
less clear and imperative now than it was nearly 
2,000 years ago: “Go . . and preach the Gospel.’ ”’ 


IMPORTANT NOTICE. 


As the Hon. Treasurer, Mr. J. H. Wenham, 
expects to be out of England from early February 
to the end of April, he asks that those friends 
whose usual practice is to send their contributions 
direct to him will, during those four months, send 
instead to the Organising Secretary, Miss Hughes- 
Hallett, Trebovir Court, Trebovir Road, Earl’s 


-ANNUAL MEETING, 
WIMBLEDON AUXILIARY. 
By the kind invitation of Mr. and Mrs. A. W. 


‘Churchill, as host and hostess, a well attended 
meeting on behalf of the Diocesan Association was 


held on Thursday, November 2lst, 19385, at | 


Emmanuel Church Hall, Wimbledon, which, 
through the kindness of Archdeacon and- Mrs. 
Donnithorne, had been specially adorned with many 
Chinese decorations and objects of interest from 


China. Sir Edward Midwinter, K.B.E., C.B., pre- — 
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sided, and after prayer had bee offered by Mr. 
Churchill, the Hon. Secretary, Mr. Alan Stewart, 
presented a statement of accounts of the Auxiliary 
and appealed for new Friends to come forward in 
support of our Lord’s work in the diocese. The 
Chairman briefly addressed the meeting, calling 
attention to the need for widening the interest in~ 
Overseas missions. Archdeacon Donnithorne then 
gave his address and spoke of the urgent need of 
evangelism in the diocese in view of the dangers 
of Communism, which he characterised as a 
© religion.”’ After the singing of a hymn during 

which a collection was taken, the meeting closed 

with prayer by the Rev. J. Douglas Wood, vicar 
of Emmanuel Church, Wimbledon. A.J.S. 


PERSONAL NOTES. 


Miss Mitchell has been able to return to 
Kwangyuan, where she was being joined by Miss 
Walton. She writes about the greatly improved 
conditions in that neighbourhood. An aerodrome 
has just been established at this place, and they 

have direct touch with Caengte and Sian. 


Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Martin have been 
designated to Yingshan. | 


Rev. R. V. Bazire was hoping to return to 
Pingwu before the end of the year, and possibly 
he will be accompanied by one or two of the more 
recent recruits. : 


Dr. Max Cray was staying in Liangshan at 


_ the time of his last letter. He is not yet re-opening 
the Hospital at Paoning. 


Rev. Cordon Aldis hopes to rebure to the 
Diocese from Chefoo early in the New Year. 
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' Miss Culverwell and. Miss Lloyd have returned 
to their station of Futsunyi. | 


Miss M. J. Wallis and Miss R. Dix are sailing 
from London on J anuary dlst on their return to the © 


Diocese. 


Dr. and Mrs. Lechler with Dr. and Mrs. Parfit 
left England on October 11th for Canada, en route . 
for China. They planned to visit the rural work 
carried on at Tinghsien, in North China, under the 
superintendence of Dr. James Yen, before con- 
_tinuing their journey to the Diocese. 


Miss M. E. Goudge sailed from Maniatlias on 
November 29th. 


News has been received that Miss M. E. Hicks, 
of the C.M.S., and Mr. W. Jenkins of the Church 
Army were to be married in Mienchu on December > 
11th last, after which they were to take up work 
together in Hanchow. 


Rev, Sir Montagu Beauchamp, pee has been 
back in China for some months past, was hoping to — 
revisit the Diocese in December. 


Another of the famous ‘‘ Cambridge Seven,’’ 
Rev. A. T. Polhill, who served for many years in 
West China under the C.I.M. before his retirement 
in 1981, was called: Home on November 21st last. 
He will long be remembered by the Chinese among 
‘whom he worked as well as by his missionary 
colleagues; and sincere sympathy will be felt. for 
his wife and daughter i in their great loss. 


PRAYER MEETINGS. 


Prayer Meetings on behalf of the work in oo 
Diocese are being held on the first Tuesday in 


| 


every month at 3 p.m. at the offices (by their kind 
permission) of the Ghurch Association, 14, 
Buckingham Street, Strand (close to Charing Cross — 
Underground Station and the Embankment 
Gardens). The dates are: January 7th, February 
4th, March 3rd and April 7th, 1936. It is earnestly 
hoped that friends within easy reach of London 
will do their best to attend as often as possible. 
The needs of the work in Western China are remem- 


_bered also at local Prayer Meetings as under :- 


St. Stephen’ S, E. Putney .. 
Emmanuel, Wimbledon 
Haling Hall, Croydon 
St. Michael’s, Braintree ... 
Holy Trinity, Eastbourne... 
St. Peter’s, Southborough... 


Thorsden, Guildford Road, 
Woking 


Christ Church, Beckenham... 
.. 4th Sunday, evening service. 
.. Tuesdays, 7.30 p.m. 
.. Wednesdays, 3 p.m. 


St. James’, Dover 
St. Mark’s, Preston ike 


Dunston, Lincs. 


Christ Church, Richmond ies 
(Surrey) 


_ Parish Church, Sevenoaks... 
St. John’s, Ealing ... 
Christ Church, Blackpool ... 
Pettaugh, Stowmarket 
Union Hall, Dover ... 
Reigate Parish Church ... 
Christ Church, Barnet 
‘Ferndown, Dorset... 


St. Cuthbert’s Preston 
St. Luke’s, Chadderton 


Tuesday, 


.. lst Friday, 5.30 & 8.15 p.m. 
... lst Friday, 8.15 p.m. 


Ist Saturday, evening. 
Ist Saturday, 5.30 p.m. 


4th Tuesday, 11.45 a.m. 
Ist Saturday, 6. p.m. 


3rd Tuesday, 11.30 a.m. 
4th Friday. 


Fridays, 8 p.m. (except Ist 
| Friday). 


Fridays (two meetings). 
.. Fridays, 5.30 p.m. 


Fridays, 7 p.m. 


.. Friday, evening. 
... Saturdays, evening. 


4th Saturday. 
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LANGCHUNG (PAONING). TANISHAN. 


-NANPU, FU-TSUN-I, SINCHENPA. 
YINGSHAN, CHOWKOW. 
NANCHUNG (SHUNKING). 
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PRAYER CYCLE. 


TS’IEN-FUH-CH’ ANG. 

SINTIENTSI. 

KWANGYUAN, KIENKO (CHTENC HOW), 
PACHUNG (PACHOW). 


KWANGAN. 
YOCH’TH. 

KUAN-IN-KOH. 

LINSHUI. 

CHUHSIEN, T’U-CH’I. 

TACHU. 
TAHSIEN (SUITING), SUANHAN (TUNGHSIANG) 


LIANGSHAN, T’IENKIANG. 


KAIHSIEN, WEN-T’ANG-TSING, LIN-KIANG- 


. WANHSIEN. | SHIH 


FENGKIEH (KWEIFD), YUIN-AN-CH’ ANG. 


. MOWCHOW. 


P’ING-WU (LONGAN ); SONGPAN. 
CHONGPA. | | 
MIENYANG (MIENCHOW). 


. ANHSIEN. 


MIENCHU. 
TEHYANG. 
HANCHOW. 
SINTU. 


CHONGKIANG. 


CHENGTU. 


. UNOCCUPIED PLACES. 


1 
19. 
20 
91. 
93. 
95. 
28. 
29, 


SPECIAL SUBJECTS ROR THANKSGIVING 
INTERCESSION. 
LET US THANK GOD 


For His blessing on the recent Sub-Synod meetings, 
and for the keen spirit shown by the large number of 
delegates who attended. | 

_ For the vigorous life of the Church in many places, and 
especially for definite advance in the Futsunyi and 
Ts’ienfuheh’ang districts. For many encouragements in 
country work. 

For the number of new inquirers, especially in 
Wanhsien and Mienchu. | 

For the keenness of the men in the Training Class at 

For the hope of advance in the B.C.M.S. district 
and of new recruits to join Mr. and Mrs. Denham in the 
work there. 

For the life and work of the late Rev. A. T. Polhill. 


LET US PRAY 


That the brigandage which is hindering the work in 
some districts may soon be put down; and for God’s 
blessing and guidance in all the reconstruction work which © 
has to be undertaken in places recently ravaged by the 
Communists. 

For a revival of spiritual life m Nanpu and in other 
places where there are special difficulties. For blessing on 
the new venture of a kindergarten in Chowkow. & 

For foreign and Chinese workers who have recently 
been moved to new stations or districts; and especially for 
Evangelist Liu in his lonely work at Tanishan. 

For guidance in the follow-up of special missions and 
campaigns at Chiihsien and in other places, that there may 
be real and lasting results. For the proposed Bible School 


and Training School to be held in Kaithsien in February ; 


and for Mr. Duddington’s Bible Classes for the intelli- 
gentsia in Mienchow. | 
| For all the activities now in progress in connection 
with the P’i-fang-kai Church in Chengtu. For Bishop 
Song’s lectures and Bible Classes for students; and for 
students at the Union Christian University and Middle 
School. For special wisdom and guidance in regard to 
meeting the Chinese Government demand for military 
training in this University and Middle School, so that some 
way may be found to overcome this difficulty. | 
For the Western Sub-Synod and missionary confer- 
ence meetings to be held in Mienchu (D.V.) in January. 
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PRAYER FOR THE DIOCESE OF 
WESTERN CHINA. _ 


Almighty God who hast purchased to Thyself a universal church 
through the precious blood of Thy dear Son, and hast promised 
that the Holy Spirit shall abide with that Church forever, we thank 
Thee for Thy people whom Thou hast redeemed in the Diocese 
of Western China. Especially we praise Thee for Thy servants 
Bishop Ku and Bishop Song, and for all the clergy, catechists, Bible 
women, teachers and others, who are facing with faith and courage 
the problems of these difficult days. May the things which have 
happened turn out to the furtherance of the Gospel. Grant that, 
while loving their country and seeking its highest welfare. Thy 
servants may joyfully recognise that their citizenship is in Heaven. 
Help them to be zealous as fishers of men. Make them faithful 
and loving as shepherds of the flock. Fill them with Thy Spirit. 
Make them mighty in the Scriptures. Strengthen them where they 
are weakest. Look with mercy upon those who are in danger and 
distress through the horrors of brigahdage, and the oppression of 
lawless soldiery. Restore any who through fear of man, the love 
of the world, or the attacks of Satan, have wandered from Thee, 
or lost their first love; and so revive Thy work by Thy Spirit in the 
hearts of all that Thy Church may be to Thy praise and glory and 
that from Thy people the Word of Life may sound forth throughout 
the whole of Western China. 


We pray also for Bishop Holden and all the foreign missionary 
workers. Give them a fresh anointing of Thy Spirit, and prepare — 
them in heart and mind for the new conditions which they are facing. 
Graciously use those who are compelled to remain at home, and 
grant that their places may be filled by others whom Thou hast 
called and chosen to share the privilege of preaching ia China the 
_unsearchable riches of Christ. We ask all in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Redeemer. Amen. | 
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